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LOCAL GOVERNMENT — INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Local Government) [2.05 pm]: I would like to update 
Parliament on how Western Australia’s local government sector is improving its planning and reporting and 
building its capacity to provide better services for residents. 
In 2009, a survey of local governments revealed that 36 per cent of the state’s 139 local governments undertook 
limited or no strategic planning; over 80 per cent undertook limited or no planning for maintenance or renewal of 
their assets or identified their assets gaps; and more than three quarters of local governments undertook limited 
or no financial management planning. This was clearly unacceptable. 
In response to this, the government introduced the integrated planning and reporting program for local 
governments. The regulations were introduced in August 2011 and brought into operation in July 2013. This is 
building stronger local governments by improving their capacity to plan and deliver services. So far, 92 per cent 
of local governments have drafted a strategic community plan; 81 per cent have completed their workforce 
planning; 71 per cent have drafted financial plans; and 71 per cent have drafted asset management plans. These 
improvements are a very pleasing result for the local government sector. They reflect the significant amount of 
work done by the sector to reform their business practices and develop plans that will support good decision 
making in the future. 

However, more work needs to be done. That is why the government is investing in projects that will further 
improve the capability of local governments, particularly those in country areas. These projects will help country 
local governments assess the cost of building and maintaining their assets. By doing this, they will have more 
information when deciding annual rates and service levels. The government is also providing training to elected 
members to improve the quality of their decision making. I am very insistent that councillors have the right tools 
for the job, and that means increased training. 

Finally, this government will undertake in-depth health checks on country local governments through a 
structured audit that will not only identify problem areas, but also provide support for improved business 
practices. As a result of this government’s integrated planning and reporting program we are now seeing, and 
will continue to see, stronger planning by local governments so that they can provide better services to their 
residents. 
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